
Maure

Identity: The Maure are a people clus-
ter made up of numerous Hassiniya 
speaking tribes in NW Africa. Has-
siniya derives from the Arabic dialect 
spoken by the Yemeni Bani Hassan 
tribe. They invaded NW Africa in the 
15th century and intermarried with 
the local tribes, while enslaving others.

Lifestyle: The Maure were once pri-
marily nomadic pastoralists. However 
droughts over the last forty years have 
reduced nomadism to about 15% of 
the population. The vast majority were 
forced to kill off their herds or sell 
them, and are now sedentary agricul-
turalsts. Today only the wealthy still 
have their herds. Those who lost them 
live in incredible poverty, and unlike 
other countries, they are proud of their 
nomadic roots and would return if 
they could. Nomadic Maure rank at 
the highest level of their society.

Customs: The Maure consist of over 
one hundred tribes, which are divided 

into four major hierarchical groups, and 
within these groups are further hierar-
chies that are constantly in flux based on 
a tribe’s strength. At the top of Maure 
society are the hassan (warriors) and 
zawiya (sacred specialists) tribes, and at 
the bottom are the haratin (enslaved Af-
ricans) and the craftsmen tribes, which 
have the purest berber stock.

Religion: Islam among the Maure is 
characterized by mystical secret societ-
ies related to various sufi brotherhoods 
(tariqas), chief among which are the 
Qadiri and Tijani. Priestly functions are 
performed by the Zawiya tribes, which 
may include protection from curses, 
curing the sick, interceding, instructing 
children, and providing spiritual coun-
sel. The Hassan tribes are responsible for 
protecting the Zawiya, and in this way 
the Zawiya have enjoyed great wealth 
and political power throughout history.

Christian Outreach: There is no known 
work among the Maure in Morocco, 

and little investigative re-
search has been done among 
this group. In Mauritania, 
there are only a few isolated 
believers. The government 
actively opposses mission-
ary work, and any converts 
are immediately arrested 
and subjected to torture. 
A breakthrough among a 
nomadic Maure group has 
occured recently in Senegal 
where there is more freedom 
to conduct missionary work.

How to Pray:
Pray for spiritual break-
through among the influ-
ential Zawiya and Hassan 
tribes. Ask God to grant 
missionaries open doors to 
share the gospel with leading 
families in all 100+ Maure 
tribes. Pray for widespread 
receptivity and group deci-
sions to follow Jesus.

The Bible has yet to be 
published among the Maure. 
Pray for efforts underway to 
translate the Scriptures into 
Hassiniya, an Arabic dialect 
that is not intelligible with 
any other form of Arabic.

Mauritania is one of 
the poorest countries in 
the world, with over one 
third of the childeren badly 
malnourished. Pray for an 
increase of compassion-
ate outreach in the name 
of Christ that would bring 
many into the Kingdom.

Every year 45,000 
Maure die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Population: 5,000,000
   Morocco: 3,000,000
   Mauritania: 1,300,000
   Mali: 400,000
   Niger: 200,000
Religion: Islam
Believers: 0.0008% (MBB)
Scriptures: Portions
Ministry Tools: JRGT
Church Status: 1
Mission Status: 1
MS Subgroups: 20+

114  Maure  

Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church
Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC

Indigenous Church Development Stage

1                        2                        3                       4                    5

Ratio of non-Christians 
for every 1 Christian

125,000
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