
Persian Muslims

Identity: The Persians are an ancient 
people whose culture, language and 
ideas have influenced the entire world. 
They descend from Central Asian 
Aryan tribes which began migrating 
south into the Iranian plateau over 
three thousand years ago, eventually 
splitting off into two major groups: the 
Medes and the Persians.

Lifestyle: Iran has one of the high-
est urbanization rates in the world, 
increasing from 20% in 1950 to 60% 
today. This is driven by a population 
explosion, rural poverty and high 
unemployment (est. 30%). Oil exports 
keep the stagnant economy afloat, 
though the Islamic controlled govern-
ment puts much of this revenue into 
military armaments. A poor business 
environment has forced much of the 
country’s professionals to immigrate.

Customs: For centuries Iran served 
as broker between the East (India and 
China) and West (Greece and Rome), 

allowing them to enrich the world with 
their culture. The influences of Persian 
architecture can be seen from the Taj 
Mahal in India to the Blue Mosque in 
Turkey. Persians are also famous for 
their gardens, once regarded as one of 
the seven wonders of the world.

Religion: The Arab conquest of Persia 
in the 7th century resulted in the major-
ity of the population becoming Muslim. 
Shia Islam was made the state religion 
of Persia in the 16th century. Following 
the overthrow of the Shah by Muslim 
fundamentalist in 1979, Iran has been 
ruled by a shadow government of mul-
lahs (Shia clergy). Their strict imposi-
tion of Muslim law on the traditionally 
liberal Persian society has resulted in 
widespread disillusionment, especially 
among young people.

Christian Outreach: The last ten years 
have seen incredible breakthroughs 
among Muslim Persians all over the 
world.  Over 200 diaspora churches are 

now discipling new believ-
ers, and hundreds of family 
based underground fellow-
ships in Iran have sprung 
up in many urban centers. 
The rapid growth of the 
church has prompted severe  
government sponsored 
persecution, and dozens of 
Christian leaders have been 
martyred

How to Pray:
Pray for the protection of 
the new Persian believers in 
Iran, and that they would 
not be intimidated into leav-
ing the country, but would 
stay and boldly proclaim the 
gospel.

Pray for the families of 
martyred Christian leaders, 
that God would provide for 
their needs and enable them 
to share the love of Christ 
with their persecutors.

Ask God to cause the 
backlash against the Mullah’s 
mismanagement of Iran to 
result in millions coming to 
faith in Christ.

Pray that in the midst of 
discrimination and a contin-
ued economic recession, that 
believers would find creative 
means to help one another, 
and that they would be a 
blessing to Iran.

Pray for the protection of 
those smuggling Bibles.

Every year 260,000 
Persian Muslims die 

without Christ.

Quick Facts
Population: 30,000,000
   Iran: 27,000,000   
   United States: 1,500,000
   Turkey: 600,000
   UAE: 400,000
Religion: Shia Muslims
Believers: 0.06%
Scriptures: NT, OT
Ministry Tools: JRGT  
Church Status: 3   
Mission Status: 2
MS Subgroups: 14+ Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church

Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC
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