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Thursday the 18th of June 2015 is expected to mark the beginning of the Islamic “holy” month of 
Ramadan, known as Ramazan in the Maldives and elsewhere. Ramadan/Ramazan, the ninth month of 
the Islamic calendar, is for Muslims a month of fasting and prayer. The Islamic calendar is based on the 
moon’s cycle, so the month officially begins only when the new moon has been physically sighted, and 
may vary by a day in different countries. Holidays traditionally begin at sunset of the previous day, so 
Islamic scholars worldwide will be looking for the crescent moon on Wednesday evening the 17th of 
June 2015. (In the lunar calendar, holidays progress 10–12 days earlier each year, so in 2016 the first 
day of Ramadan will occur about the 7th of June.)

Ramazan 2015 is projected to end on 
Friday the 17th of July at sundown. The Eid
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