
Zhuang

Identity: The Zhuang are a cluster of 
related Tai peoples in southern China, 
some of which are believed to be the 
descendents of intermarriage between 
the Bai Yue and the Han. There are 
numerous tribes and clans among 
them, with unique origin myths and 
traditions. Many of their dialects are 
mutually unintelligible, resulting in the 
use of Cantonese as a trade language. 
 
Lifestyle: The homeland of the 
Zhuang in Guangxi province is marked 
by rugged mountains and hills, which 
the Zhuang have terraced for centuries 
to grow rice and other crops. Even 
today, these narrow fields can only be 
plowed by Buffalo. In urban areas, the 
Zhuang have blended in with the Han 
and are virtually indistinguishable. 
However, during festivals they may 
wear their traditional clothing.

Customs: In rural areas, the Zhuang 
live in Tai-style two story houses where 
only the second floor is used as living 

space, and the bottom floor for storage 
and farm animals. After marriage, the 
bride will stay in her parents home until 
her first child is born. Young people 
are fond of singing contests which take 
place during seasonal festivals, and will 
practice for weeks in preparation.

Religion: The Zhuang are regarded as 
the largest animistic tribe in the world, 
though in urban areas they have largely 
become secular. In rural areas, the 
Zhuang continue to practice their tradi-
tional religion of ancestor worship and 
spirit appeasement. Incense and food are 
offered regularly to the gods. One spring 
rite, called the Cattle Soul Festival, 
involves an offering of rice and fresh 
grass to bring back the souls of cattle 
who were lost due to the whippings they 
received in that year.

Christian Outreach: There has been 
an explosion of church growth among 
the Zhuang in the last decade, and 
over 200 discipleship groups have been 

established. However, the 
complexity of the Zhuang 
cluster has resulted in an un-
even distribution of believers 
throughout the various 
subgroups, especially in the 
south. The Bible has not 
yet been completed in any 
of the Zhuang dialects, and 
further research is needed to 
determine how many trans-
lations are required.

How to Pray:
Many Chinese house-
church leaders have sent 
missionaries to work among 
the Zhuang. Pray for their 
effectiveness, and for their 
spiritual fervor to impact the 
Zhuang believers.

The rapid multiplica-
tion of Zhuang fellowships 
is a cause for rejoicing and 
thanksgiving! Pray that this 
growth will develop into a 
people-movement to Christ, 
impacting every segment of 
society and each tribal and 
lingustic sub-group.

Pray for specialized 
outreach and deliverance 
for those urbanized Zhuang 
which have been influenced 
by humanism and atheism.

Pray for the completion 
of the Bible in each dia-
lect and for the growth of 
strongly indigenous Zhuang 
churches and leaders.
Pray for the influential 

Every year 150,000 
Zhuang

 die without Christ.

Quick Facts
Population: 17,000,000
Major Sub-groups in China:
   Hongshuihe- 2,740,000 
   Yongbei- 1,570,000  
   Zuojiang- 1,390,000
   Yongnan- 1,360,000
Religion: Ethnic
Believers: 0.23%
Scriptures: Portions
Ministry Tools: JRGT
C Status: 3  M Status: 2
MS Subgroups: 80+ Class A- Are members of a Culturally Relevant Church

Class B- Have close accss to a CRC, but have not yet joined
Class C- Have no reasonable or close access to a CRC
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